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Introduction



Introduction: me

Å Iôve got a 12 year background in 

strategic planning, often on big 

brands in the youth market

Å Iôm one of North Americaôs 

leading youth culture experts 

(cough, cough)

Å Iôve hosted a youth issues talk 

show, been quoted in the Wall 

Street Journal  and written a pop 

culture magazine columné

Å And I bring that knowledge of 

what matters in todayôs culture 

to your business every day

Å I am also really immature



Introduction ïThe Y Syndicate



Introduction ïThe Company We Keep

Å The Y Syndicate billed 241 

different organizations in 

2007, largely amongst Fortune 

500 companies

Å Our youthful marketing 

communications specialty 

has been applied to 

consumers of all ages in 

consumer packaged goods, 

auto, health care, toys, fashion, 

consumer electronics, 

insurance, food and beverage 

and everything in between
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Demographics & Psychographics



Å The 10 to 34 age group divides into five equal five-year cohorts:

The 5 x 5 Factor 

Age Male / Female

(Number)

Male / Female

(% of Population)

10-14 2,079,925 6.6

15-19 2,140,490 6.8

20-24 2,080,385 6.6

25-29 1,985,580 6.3

30-34 2,020,230 6.4

Total 10,306,610 32.7



Home Offers Less

Å 80% come from families with only 1-2 children at home

Å Families aren't traditional anymore 

ï12% blended, 14% common-law, 16% single-parent

Å 60% of women work out of home

ïñ3:30 to 5:30 is my chill timeéitôs the time for me alone 

at home.ò

Å And yet, 44% of 20-29 year-olds still live in the family 

home



Getting into Adulthood Earlier

Å Average age of educational enrollment: <4

Å Average age of 1st menstruation: 8-10 (vs. 12)

Å Average age of 1st cigarette: 13

Å Average age of ñschool-typeòdecision: 14

Å Average age of 1st intercourse: 16 (vs. 18)



Precocious Puberty

Å Precocious pubertyðor early sexual developmentðis 

a phenomenon that is occurring in young girls and boys 

in North America, the UK and Australia:

Å ñWhile I always believed that little girls go through 

puberty at around eleven, twelve or thirteen years of 

age, something very strange was now happening to our 

daughters. I was now being told that little girls are 

considered 'normal' if they start menstruating at the 

delicate age of eight!ò

ï Nexus Magazine



Precocious Puberty

Å A recent report from the (US) National Research 

Center for Women and Families found that at the age 

of 7, 27% of African-American and 7% of Caucasian 

girls had the onset of secondary sexual characteristics

Å While they are still eight years old, one in seven 

Caucasian girls and one out of two African-American 

girls start puberty



But Fully Entering Adulthood Much Later

Å Median age at graduation: 23 (vs. 22)

Å Average age at graduation: 25 (vs. 23)

Å Average age of 1st marriage: 28 (vs. 25)

Å Average age of 1st childbirth: 29 (vs. 26)



Prolonged Pre-Adult Lifestage



The Big Six: Youth Values 

ÅRelationships

ÅCommunication

Å Information

ÅDiversity

ÅEmpowerment

ÅAnd what sews it all togetheréTechnology



Itôs All Enabled By Technology

ñWe already knew that kids learned computer 

technology more easily than adults. What 

weôre seeing now is that they donôt even need 

to be taught. Itôs as if children were waiting all 

these centuries for someone to invent their 

native language.ò

ïJaron Lanier (Computer Scientist / Techno-

Cultural Theorist)



The Collective, or Me to We


